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This rapidly growing demographic requires our utmost attention as nearly 20 percent of older adults suffer from 
mental illness. Older adults also have a higher rate of suicide than any other age group, with those 85 and 
older ending their lives at nearly twice the rate of the national average.1

Because of stigma, denial and lack or resources, many of those suffering from a late-life disorder go untreated, 
making coordination among mental health professionals and aging organizations crucial. Detection and early 
intervention are essential to protecting our older adults. 

1. American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry


