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Legal/Justice System

In North America, the recidivism rate for young people leaving custody has been reported to be as high as 96
percent.

According to U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention's
Comprehensive Strategy, an effective juvenile justice system must meet three objectives:

® Hold the juvenile offender accountable;
® Enable the juvenile to become a capable, productive, and responsive citizen; and
® Ensure the safety of the community.

In North America, the recidivism rate for young people leaving custody has been reported to be as high as 96
percent.1 When restorative practices are a part of the common experience of a society, it can relieve the stress
on the judicial and law enforcement systems.

Considerably fewer and less serious additional crimes are committed by juvenile offenders in several victim
offender mediation programs in the U.S., when compared to similar offenders who did not participate in
mediation.2

Behavioral Health professionals need take an integrated approach to working with those convicted of crimes.
Many offenders also struggle with mental illness and substance abuse, making partnerships among behavioral
health providers and the legal community essential.
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